Information for letter to local MP/local press

Please tailor the text below to draft a letter to your local MP or local press. 
Dear

As I am sure you are aware, London’s single Strategic Health Authority, NHS London, is

instructing Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) to make wide spread changes to NHS services,

some of these changes are good, such as the implementation of specialist stroke services.

And others that we believe may not be properly thought through or costed, such as the

potential plan to close some GP surgeries in favour of the implementation of ‘polyclinics’.

By now your constituents may have read or heard about the Healthcare for London public consultation led by the local PCT (running from 30 November 2007 until 7 March 2008) that proposes asking people what they think about seeing their GP in a different way, such as in a ‘polyclinic’.

As our MP, we urge you to encourage all your constituents to ask the following questions:

what will we lose if we are to gain these new ‘polyclinics’? Do I want to keep My NHS GP

Local? Do I want my GP to be employed by a private company? All patients need to weigh up the possible losses and compare these to the benefits outlined in the Healthcare for London review.

Additional notes provided by the GPs of the Caversham Group Practice which you may wish to refer to whilst writing your letter:

As GPs, our concerns are for our patients and although I/we do not oppose any change that could benefit patients, GPs and practice staff alike, we do have concerns about proposals that may harm the doctor/patient relationship, lead to longer travel times for our most frequent patients (the elderly, the chronically ill and patients with young children) and erode the NHS as we know it. The consultation suggests that in ten years time there will be 150 ‘polyclinics’ across the capital, providing patients with primary care within walking distance of their homes. However, at present there are between 1300 and 1400 surgeries across London and we question what will happen to these.

WE ARE EXTREMELY CONCERNED ABOUT THE APPARENT LOCAL AGENDA IN CANDEN TO PRIVATISE PRIMARY CARE. Already we have seen the management of three local practices transferred to a US Health Provider organisation (United Healthcare Europe) in spite of the fact that local general practitioners bid for the management of these practices and had been successfully managing them until the present time. We are well aware of the fact that an enormous multinational healthcare corporation can successfully undercut local GPs in order to gain contracts to manage surgeries but question whether the long term interest of UK patients are likely to be best served by profit based healthcare corporations. At the end of the day, the need to generate maximum shareholder profits and will put shareholder interests above patient interests.
